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EXPLANATION of the PLATES, 


PLATE 1. 


a ; The working bee. 88 5 e 
1 The Drone, . — OT; 


- . 1 The CER a Se e the 0 
e $; £ 1 5 Grate for Communi- 
ceuation through which the Bees aſcend 
into the Glafs or Hive, # the Door * 
”* Entrange into the Hive. 1 — 


The Mitogeny Hives with Partitions, 
and Glaſſes on the "Top.—-xg 2g are 


No. 2. 
dme Partitions; #444 are the nar- 


row, Sliders that draw out at Top, | 


to facilitate the taking out Q the 4 
Partitions, N 


. A No. 3 
* : * . # 4 w 0 0 
„r > - - * ; * 
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No. 3. The Mahogany Hive with Glaſſes on 


Es IS TINT 


the Top, without Partitions.—f is 
the Side that is to be placed next the 
Window; E the Slider that either 
adds to or diminiſhes the Size of the 
Door or Entrance into the Hive. In 
the Winter it ſhould. be ſhut almoſt 
cloſe, to keep out the Cold; in the 
Summer draw it out as far as you can, 
to give the Bees more Air, and a free 
F in and out of the Hive. N 


No. 4. The HAI ior: Hive, ahh 


i } 


_ Glaſſes on the Top — is the Door 
or Entrance. fo | 


No. 5, The common Straw Hive, i in which 


Bees have been kept in moſt Parts of 
the known World, until within this 
30 Vears paſt, that my flat-topped 
Hive, No. 1. Plate I. hath been found 
much ſuperior, as will appear in the 
following Pages. I now only recom- 
mend it as a Cover to darken the 
Glaſſes that are ſet on the flat-topped 8 
Saw, Hives 1 in Plate I. 


Vo. . 


4 7 


PP L A T E . 
An inſide View of the bar topped 


Mahogany Hive, which is to be 
placed under either of the Mahogany 


Hives in Plate I.—a a are the Croſs 


Sticks to which the Bees faſten their 
Combs; 5 the Slider, and c the Grate 


for Communication with the other 8 


Hive; d the Door that ſhuts over 
the Glaſs to keep out the Light, 
except at ſuch Times as you chooſe 
to ſee them at work. _ 


No. 8. 


þ The Mahogany Cover to key the 
Glaſſes that are ſet on the Top of the 
Mahogany Hives in Plate J. 


A circular Glaſs, open at both Eads; 


on the upper End there is a round 


27 Board, in which there are ſeven 
Holes for Communication with the 
Glaſſes that are ſet. thereon, This 


additional Set of Glaffes may be 


placed over the center Hole on the 


Top of any of the Glaſs Hives, By 


taking the center Glaſs away, and 
placing them in its ſtead, they will 
have a pretty Appearance, the Bees 


will be furniſhed with more Room, 


and their Owner with a greater ſup- 
| ply of a 


No. 4. 


e a” 
No. 4. A proper Machine for 1 Bees, 


OY either in the — . 
3 + Hiyes., 
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No. 6. The a” View n a Bee. Houſe for 
. fix Hives or Colonies. Ff are 
round Boards to contain the Hives, 

- - © with ſemicircular Projections for the 

2 © Bees to walk upon when they go in 

and out of the Hive; gg are the 
narrow Shelves on which the round, 

Boards and Hives muſt be placed 5 


* 2 
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| keep the Rain from the Tikes, 1 "OY 
the Roof, which may be cover'd tg 
your own Mind, either with Wea- 
ber Boarding, Tiles, or Slate, but 
take Care to Place them ſo as they 
"337 2 carry EY all the W Hom the 
„„ Dees. | 
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No. 5 3. Tbe Haney comb —. ce dre 8 "=, 2 


1 is common Weather Boarding to — 


INTRODUCTION, 


92 arm 


N A following Pages would never have 
I made their Appestanes in public, had 
wa not t been at the earneſt Solicitation ef ſevel 
val of the Nobllity and prineipal People of 

| his and other Kingdoms, who have 5 the 
Management of Bees their peculiar Study 
and Entertainment, and who continuing to 
favour me with their Commands for my ne- 
invented Ives, have frequently hinted to me 
that a Treatiſe on my own peculiar Method; 
with an Explanation of the Uſe of the Ma- 
| hogarly;! Glaſs, and Straw Hives, would meet 
with a favourable Reception at thelt Hands: 
The Obligations I think myſelf under to my 
fumer66s Encouragers, have induced me thut 
far to pbint out the moſt rational and benefis 
cial Manier of managing Bees; and 1 ” 

| that Part of m my. Headers for whoſe Uſe it is 

1g! 


principally! deſigned will kiudly accept my 
| Endeayours to fatisſy them on this Subject. 


I bave a glaſs of Honey at my Warehouſe 
in Holborn, that was filled in one Month laſt 
| Summier, by a Gentleman's Bees fifty Miles 
from London; it contains fixty-three Pounds 
of exceeding fine Honey-comb ; the Hive it 
was taken off, has more Honey left in it, 
than will ſerve the Bees to live on in the 
Winter. The principal Paſturage near his 
Apiary was Field Beans, Dutch Clover, Sain- 
foin, and mowing Graſs, with a Succeflion 
of Flowers. This proves what a quantity of 
Honey and Wax the Bees will gather 3 7 . 
ne 


9 


101 wt 0 8 T 


os 15 8e, FRY the Situation is ; good, the 


Weather fayorable, and the. Colony well 
ſtocked with Bees; and it is well known 
that Ruſſia, Poland; Germany, and other Coun- 
tries, make great Reyenues by my Method 
of managing Bees: many thouſand Pounds 
are paid annually for foreign Honey and Wax 
that is imported into this Country, and it is 


certain it would be a great Adyantage to this 
Kingdom, if the le of Yoon Was: more 
general. 


That the Majeſty of our Almighty Maker 
is manifeſted in every created Being, is a Fact 


abſolutely. indiſputable ; ; but that it is more 


peculiarly.ſo in the Inſect which is the Object 


of the preſent Diſcourſe , muſt be allowed by x: 
every one who will give themſelves Time to 


reflect upon the nice geametrical Proportions 
(obvious to every curious Qbſerver,) in which 
the Bees fo wonderfully, diſplay, their archi- 


© teEhural Skill in the Formation of their ſex- 


angular Comb; nor is their well regulated 
Syſtem. of Government, their Labour, and 


every Property 1 with which they are endued, | 
leſs deſerving our Admiration. 


To ekpatiate on the Excellency of 10. 5 
their Name, Definition, Deſcription, Politics, 


c. would require much more Room than a 
Book of this Size will admit of; and as theſe 
have been treated of at large by others, I 


ſhall only quote their 0 pinions where they co 


incide with my. own, and principally. confine. 
myſelf to the following Particulars. -. 


* co M. 


FT + 
A ConrLeTs Guts, 


23 c H A P T E R * . | 

DescniertongftiheNew-InventeD Hives, : 

aud the Manner of ung them, fo as to take 

the Honey and Wax without Ae the 

Bees. 

N 5 M BER L 
PLATE I. 


Die flat-topied Strato Hive, with Slider. 


"HIS Hive, though of a very plain Con- 
| ſtruction, and eaſy Price, is extremely 
convenient and beneficial, and the Advantages 
ariſing from the Uſe of it are ſuch as muſt ap. 


EZ 


pear obyious to every one at firſt Sight; for it 
not only gives us an Opportunity of taking a 


treble Quantity af Honey to what we ſhould 
otherwiſe do, but is likewiſe a great Means 
of preſerving the Bees in the Winter ; and is 
principally deſigned for the better taking the 
{$44 and Wa ax, (without killing the Bees 

either by forming a Colony with three of 
Hives, or placing a large Glaſs.9n the top 


of one of them, which is much the beſt way, 


as you will not only have the Pleaſure of ſee- 
ing the Bees at work, but the Honey will be 
much finer than that made in common Hives, 5 
and conſequently of greater Value. 
When the Bees ſwarm, hiye them in the 
i Aat-tapped coal wy let * Slider 199. Ie 
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* draw back the Slider {4 } tl it is cler 


| 5 1 | 
ſhut eloſe to prevent the Bees paſling "TAO ole 
when hived into it : When they are fettledt im 
the Evening; move them into the Bee-Houſe; 
or Place where you propoſe them to ſtand, 


draw back the Slider till it clears the Grate; 
and ſet en the Glaſs, which muſt be 3 0 
with a round- topped Straw Hive, No. 
Plate I. to darken it, except at ſuch Vimes 


as you chuſe to admire the Bees at work in 


the Glaſs; when the Glaſs is compleatly filled 


with Honey, the Bees will leave it, to work 
below, then ſhut to the Slider Cd and take 


the Glafs of Honey away, you may then ſet 


on another Glafs, or take the Honey out of 


the ſame, and replace it, and the Bees will fill 
it again as before. But if you have rio Glaſs, 
Tet the Bees work in this Hive about' three 
Weeks, in which Time, if the Seaſon is good, 
and the Weather ſavourable, they will have 


filled the Hive as full as poſſible; Was it to 
ffand' i in that Manner the whole Seaſon, ey 


could never fill it wittr Honey and Wax, as 


there nraſt be Room i in the Hive to' contain 
themſelves. 


Therefore, in order to 1 your Hive 5 


compleatly filled, and the Opportunity of 
taking it away without injuring. the Bees, at 


three Weeks End, if you find that Hive ĩs well 


ſtored, and the Bees want more Room, let 
it be lifted up gently in the Evening, and 


place under it another flat-topped Straw Hive. 


of. 


0 . 
: of 11 Grate, or take it quite out, and be 
careful to place the Door of your top Hive 
directly over the Grate, and let it and the 


| Vacancy be ſtopped: up cloſe with Clay or 


Mortar; at the ſame Time plaiſter a little 
round the Skirts of the Hive, as by ſo doing 
you will keep out the Moths and all Kinds of 
Vermin. If the Weather continues favour- 
able, you will in a ſhort Time perceive the 
Bees want more Room; then (but not before) 
let them be lifted up again, and add another 
flat-topped Straw Hive, uſing the ſame Pre- 
Caution in Placing it n as before di- 
rected. 
In the Courſe of 3 a Fortnight or three Weeks 
you may examine whether the Bees have 
worked themſelves out of the upper Hive, ö 
and if you find they are all got into the under 
Hives, it will be a ſufficient Proof they have 
fniſhed their Works above, as they never 
entirely quit the top Hive before it is filled 
with Honey: then ſhut to the Slider (d) to 
cut off their Communication with the top 
Hive thus filled. If you ſhould find a few 
ſtraggling Bees left in the top Hive, when 
you take it away, you may very eaſily get 
rid of them, by letting it remain about an 
Hour on the other two flat Hives after you 
have ſhut to the Slider; but don't forget to 
unſtop the Door of the top Hive, and then the 
Bees (if any) having no other Way, will come 
gut: at it, take a Flight in the Garden, and, on 
| B 2 | their 


— 
— 
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their Return, enter at the Door of the bottom 


Hive as uſual: you may then take the top 


Hive of Honey entirely away. Or, if you, "i 
take the Hive at firſt eight or ten Yards fog 
the Place where it ſtood, turn it Bottom up- 
Wards, and ſhake 1 it gently fo diſturb the Bees, 
"they will: very ſoon leave jt, and fly Home tq 
join their Companions in the ofher Hives. 

. The Middle x of; a fine Pay! 1s the moſt proper 

Time to do this, becauſe the. greateſt Part 
: of the Bees are then out at Work. | 
When you have taken the top Hive away, 
| you may examine the other two Hives; if you 
; find them well ſtored with Honey, the Bees at 
1 work i in the bottom Hive, and appear to want 
more Room (and the ſeaſon not too far gone) 
add another flat-topped Hive underneath, as 
e before directed. 'By this method: you can take 
7M the top Hives of Honey away as faſt as they 
"can fill them, and you can place a Glaſs on 
1 top whenever you think proper. "i 
.* much for Swarms : now for the old Stock 


„„ 


2 11 


in a round-topped Hive. 


About ten Days after it path Auel out 


te firſt Swarm, which in g general will be in 
de Month of May, you mult raiſe 1 it upon 
the flat-topped { Straw Hive, 6 prevent = 
warning again; for ſecond: and third Swarms 
are very ſmall 290 of little Worth, but they 
| weaken the old Stock very much. When 
you perceive they want more Room, add ano- 
ther flat Hive: by this Means you will pre- 
vent their ſwarming,” enrich the Colony, and 
A np nw 8 enable 


RR ; 


8 1 

enable yourſelf to take their old round Hire 
full of Honey, as ſoon as they have worked 
- | themſelves down in the two bottom Hives, by 


- ſhutting to the Slider {d) ; you may then ſet 
. 'onaGla in the ſame Manner as before a— 


| refted for the Swarm, and manage it in the 
ſame way. Never raiſe them after the Month 
of Auguſt; but on the contrary, if they have 
not e much Work in the bottom Hive, it 
1 ſhould be taken away, and ſet carefully by un- 


til the next Spring. Keep the Bees in as little 


Compaſs as you can, during'the Winter, that 
they may be the better able to defend them 


"0 ſelves againſt their Enemies and Robbers. 


By proceeding in this Manner, you keep the 
induſtrious Bees contmually ſu with 
| Room, as they would much rather work than 
tie idle, and you likewiſe have the Opportu- 
nity of Wee the Honey and Wax as 
faßt as they can gather it. I cannot be certain 
| in the Quantity you will take, as it depen 
i much upon the Goodneſs of the Seaford 
which ſometimes will admit of only taking 
one Hive, ſometimes a Hive and Glaſs, and 


poſſibly more, if you raiſe the Hive before 


— ſwarms, which is the beſt way, if you doo 


not want to increaſe your Number of Hives 
or Colonies.” This is to be done in the 
Months of Fune and July. I would never. 


| recommend the taking away more 


than the Bees can ſpare after Fu, leſt the 
Autumn fhould prove unfavourable, and the 
123 want it for Suſtenance in the Winter. 
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"The N. ON Hive; ib Patti, and 
Guaſſen vn the” To. 


: HIS. Hive. is of A very curious bg” ale- | 
_ gant Conſtruction, ſuitable either for the 


2 or Chamber, and is one of the moſt 


ingenious Productions for the Purpoſe of 
which it is intended, ever yet invented: There 


are five Glaſſes on the Top of it for the Bees | : 


to work in, which are to be taken away when 
filled with Honey. To prevent the Bees 
getting out on removing theſe Glaſſes, you 
may ſhut them in with the moveable Buttons, 

or place freſh. Glafles in the Room of thoſe 
yo take away. Thus, beſides the Oppor- 
tunity it gives of taking the Honey! in ſmall 
Quantities, and having it always freſh and 
pure, you will have the agreeable Entertain- 
ment of. obſerving. the curious Manner in 
which they conſtruct their Combs, and with 


what nice Order and Sagacity they depoſit 


their Honey. The Hive itſelf is ſquare, and 

is provided in, the inſide with three ſliding 5 
Partitions -(ggg >). in which the Bees are obli- 

ged to work, if you do not continually: ſupply 
them with Glaſſes on the Top; and you have 
alſo the Opportunity of ſeeing them at work 
in the different Partitions, by opening the 
Side Doors, as the Bees are incloſed with 
* Fanes of Glaſs.c on each Side. 5 
C When 


14 
1. 


EA” 


When you perceive the' Bees in this Hive 


to want more Room than you can conveni-- 


ently give them with Glaſſes, ſhut 'to the 


Slider to the Door or Entrance of the Hive, 


and let it be raiſed on the flat topped Ma- 


' hogany Hive, No. 2. Plate I. There are two 
Wires fixed in the Top of this Hive; and fitted 


into the Holes at the Bottom of the upper 


Hive, which keeps them ſteady. When you 
have properly placed the Hive, draw out the 
Slider at the Bottom of the upper Hive, till 


it correſponds with that in the Top of the 


flat topped Hive 65), that the Bees may have 


a free Paſſage down through the Grate; then 


open the Slider at the Door or Entrance of 
the bottom Hive, and the Bees will; 8⁰ out at 


it to work the next Morning. 


The Method of taking the Comb out of 


the Partitions is thus: When they have filled: 


one Partition they leave it, and go to work 


in another; you may then take the full one, 
and having emptied it by cutting out the 
Comb, put the Partition into its proper Place 
again. The Bees, in the mean Time, will. 
continue to work in the other Partitions and 
bottom Hive till they have filled them, and 
will then return to the empty one. It may 
ſometimes happen that a Comb projects a 


little over the Edge of the Partition, ſo as:to 


obftruQ its coming out; but this Obſtruction 
will be removed entirely and you may with 


Eaſe Sraw out the FUTON 28 fat. as they 


can 


2 
rr 


n them a often as you pleaſe, | * 


hs 3 
can fill them by taking up the nartow up- 8 
night Sliders ( between the Partitions: 
So that notwithſtanding the Smallneſs of the 
two Hives, the Bees will never ceaſe working 


7 through want of Room, as is frequently the 
_ Caſe in other Hives. 


To uſe this Hive you muſt firſt have a 


|: little Shelf fixed to the Bottom of a Win- 
dow, where you propoſe to have it ſtand, and 


take Care to place it quite even and cloſe to 
the Saſh on the Inſide, in the Bottom of 


which there muſt be a Hole cut out, anſwer- 
able ta that in the Hive made by the Slider. 
The little ſemicircular Board muſt be fixed 


on the Outſide quite even with the Bottom 
gf the Hole, * the Bees via have. a free 


: Fallage 1 in and out. 


When you hive a Swarm into one of "9% | 


Hives, open one of the Side Doors, and take 


out the Glaſs, which is only faſtened in with 
Tacks, and ſecuring the outer Doors and the 


ttons on the Top, hold the open Side of 


they will take to it equally the ſame. In the 
Evening, when. the fide Glaſs is replaced, 


move alide the Buttons, and fet on the top 
+ Glaſſes 3 then put on the Mahogany Cover, | 
(No. 2, Plate II.) that they may be properly. 
darkened. otherwiſe they will not work in 


them at firſt; but you may aft 


under the Bees and ſhake them into 
it. as you would into a common Hive, and 


ü mn 1 
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T1 IIs Hire anfwers e Purpoſe-vf ſe feet a 
ing the Bees work; but we have not 
the er of taking the Honey ſo often 
out of the Hive itſelf, as from that of No: 2. 
with the: Partitions; nor indeed will it be 
neceſſary to do it bftener than once in two: 
Vears; as there cannot poſſibly be a more! 
_ convenient: Way of taking the Honey in 
ſmall Quantitirs, and having it always freſh 
and pufe; than that of the ſmall Glaſſes on 
the Top; and if you ate not ſufficientiy ſup- 
plied with the Change of Five, take the 
middle one away, a and ſet in the Place of: it 
the circular Glafs „N o: 3; Plate II. which: is 
open ht both Ends. On tlie upper End there 
is a round Board; in which there are ſeven! 
Holes, for Commimicztion with the Glaſſes 
that are ſet - thereon: by tliis Addition, the: 
Bees are furnĩſhed with more Room; and tliere 
is · not the leaſt Doubt but they will afford) 
you a greater Supply, onhy-take Cart to 
darkety them will na dekper Cover. The 
printipal Reſort for-taking! tlie Honey out 
of the Hive once im two eat, vis, that the. 
_ Comibs/therein maybe taken cout while! 11 8 
remain white inde," 49 HIT 29 | 
A E 3 -Thiy 
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SL. 
This Hive is likewiſe ſquare: : 7, the Side 
that is to be placed: againff the Window, to 
which it muſt be fixed quite cloſe, in the 
ſame Manner as before directed for that of 
No. 2. "There are Do Oors 1 in the other three 
Sides, and the Bees are incloſed with large 
Panes of Glaſs! When yo open thefe Docs, 
and take the Cover off the Glaſſes on the Top, 
vou have the moſt entertaining View ima- 
ginable of the Bees at work in the Hive itſelf, 
as well as in the Glaſſes, which are to be 
taken away as faſt as the Bees fill them with 
Honey. At the Bottom of this Hiverthere is 
a broad Slider, which muſt be taken out when 
you hive the Bees, inſtead of, taking dirt one 
of the Side Glaſſes. When yeu * 
the Honey! from the Hive itſelf, or giye the 
Bees till more Room, in the Evening ſhit 
to the narrow Slider (α and let the Hive 
be raiſed upbn the lflat- top d Mahogany Hive, 
No. I. Plate II. Draw back the Slider 4, 
likewiſe. the Slider at the Bottom af the upper 
Hive, and the: Bees, if the Weather continues 
fine, and q̃au dont ſupply them with Glaffes 
on the! Top, vill very foon Werk themfelves 
down into. the bottom! Hivel; you may then 
| ſhut ta the Slider by and1take the tap Hive 
away. When you have takewout the 1 


and Wax, let the Hive be made blean, replace; 


the Glaffes on the Top, / and fet it on the fat. 

top'd Hive again; then draw back the Sliders, 

od 4 Bees will go — as before.. 
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1 ls e 18 e wa contrived bs 
bor the Garden. It is provide with 
abt Glaſſes on the Top, where the Warm 
5 generally begins, to Work. Fog. may. place 
more as you ſee the Zees increaſe in ſumber, 
by taking away the middle Glaſs, and, put- 
ting in its Place Hs, ah Glaſs, No. 3. 
Plate . b | 
If, the Bees! remain Fw the ade) Set of | 
Glaſſes: after they have filled them with. Ho- 
ney, 4 at will be a certain Proof they want more 
Room; therefore, in ſuch Caſe, let this Set 
be raiſed upon a larger one of the ſame Sort, 
and the Bees will preſently quit the above to 


Zi work in their new Habitation. Theſe addi- 


tional Sets of Glaſſes will form a very elegant 
Pyramid, and, when well. furniſhed with Bees, 
will have a beautiful Appearance. They . 
ſhould always be: kept covered. over with S 
large round-topped: Straw Hive, to darken 
them, unleſs: at ſuch Times. as you would 
chuſe to ſee their Manner of working. The 
Method of taking the Honey by the Glaſſes : 
is as before directed, only, as there are no 
Buttons to the Top of the Hive, you muſt 


02 3 - always 


Wanted | Is a ue 'Bee:Houſe' 


L 20 
always have a ſpare Glaſs ready to place in 


the Room of that you take avvay. If there 


ſhould be a few ſtraggling Bess in the Glaſs 
thus taken away, ſet it Bottom upwards, in 


0 ſhady Place aà little Diſtance. from Mie Hive, 
; and | the es will ſoon take 5 te and 1 Fi 


n 


Þ this 1 Ben p be ra — on ane el 


flat-topf ed Straw Hives with the Sſider, hilt | 


the Bees may have ſufficient Room to ff6rs 
Honey *« enough for their e in the 


12 . 
* 


Winter. + — ; 
When you put a Swärm int this" Hive, 
put a Board oyer the Holes, to prevent thi 


| Bees paſſing through when "you hake then 


into it. As ſoon as The Bees are ſettled; in tl 


| Diſk of the Eyening, take off the Board and 
{lip on ' the Glaſſes, covering them over as 


Peters directed; then move them into the 
Bee. Houſe, or Place where they! are to rex 


main. 


I have thus far acquainted ger curious 


Reader With the real Uſes of my new-invented 
Maho gany, Glaſs, and Straw Hives, ſo much 


approved of by the Nobility, "Gentry, an 


- Others, and by which the Lives of choſe uſeful, 
"2 induſtrious, and admired Inſects, the Bees; 
are ſaved from that cruel and barbarous Way 


of ſmothering them with Brimſtone, to take 
their Honey. The next Thing that will be 
hor the Straw 


Hives. 3 


of 21 
Ihres; chere fore, in the n Chapter, 


1 ſhall fully deſcribe one that I have found by 
9 to anſwer every Purpoſe I could 
for my Straw Hives; and as Bees even 


ie common Hives, at all Seafons of the 


— dy — 
. 
£ 
2 . 
: 1 
— ** * 


Year; require to be! ſheltered from the Vio- 
lence of the Weather, I would recommend 
it for them; for in the End it will be found 
not only the beſt, but Le e Way « of 
prefeiing 1 ar | 
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CHAPTER: II. 


baff of the new-invented. Bax: 
 Hovss, and Its mof Arqher Situation. 


Kev here give a very uſeful, eaſy au ; 
cheap Method to make a Bee- Höfe 
pon a de e eee for fix e or 
2olonies : „ 
© Firſt get two Boards, one Inch and a Half 
thiek; twenty Inches wide, and ſeven Feet 
Jong. Theſe Boards are for the Two Ends. 
Then meaſure ten Inches from the End you 
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; propoſe to ſtand upon the Ground, and nail 


4 Ledge ſtrait acroſs the Board, as it may 
be a Men of keeping it from warping, as 
ell as to ſupport the | Girl Shelf; then mea · 


ſure from this Ledge three Feet more, and 
nail another in the ſame Manner, to ſupport 
mie other Shelf; then put two Ledges on the 
gather. Eng Board, to N with the 
former 5 


„„ 
** and, get two. Shelves five feet long; 


1 let the Ends be made ſquare, and both 


the, Shelves exactly the ſame Length; then 


ſet; the two End Boards upright, and lay 


the Shelves upon the Ledges, and in the 
Middle ef the End Boards, and nail them 


alli firmly together. Having thus, got both 


Ends of the- Houſe; upright, and the two 


Shelves (gg, No. 6, Plate II.) fixed therein, 


Weather-board the Front. Let the bot. 4 


4 — — ä — 


tom Edge of the firft Board in each Part of 


Weather boarding” (% be put fix Inches 
above the Saber (3g) and 2 forwards 
witta Deſcent four Inches, to keep the driv- 
ing Rains from the- Hives; the Reſt of the 
Boarding to go upright in the common Way 
51s the. Roof, to be made ſloping; and ooverd 
ta your; own Mind. either with Weather - 
Boarding, Tiles or Slate, but take Care they 
are ſo placed as to let no Wet get through | 
to the Bees. It will not be amiſs to fix a little 
Gutter: along the; Front, to carry off at one 


End the Water that will run down the Rodf. 


Vou now want two folding Doors at the.back 


Fart, to- ſhut cloſe together, which may be 
made of half inch Deal fram'd:: let them be 


put on with Hinges and faſtened with a Haſp 
and Padlock on the Outſide. We will: now 
ſuppoſe the. Houſe: compleatly finiſned, and, 
with: a, good! Gant: of * it win luſt for 


nn Years. 
IJ ſhall 


an Inch and a: Half thick and ten Inches 


4 


1 X 
A. 4% ie „ * 


1 . * * 
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I fhallinow now give a few Reaſons for making 


my Bee-Houſe on ſo diſſerent a ConſtruRtion | 
to what has been propoſed by other Authors. 


 You'll-obſerve, that I recommend the ſetting 


bol each Hive or Colony upon à round Board, 
the Diameter of which ſhould be ſeventeen 


Inches (to contain the Hive) with a ſemicir- 


cular Projection, and that Board upon a Shelf 


that is only ten Inches wide; for: the Bees; 


when placed upon a broad Board, have a 
ſtrait road to walk upon from one Hive to 


the other, and the ſtrongeſt Stocks are conti- 


nually robbing the weaker ones, if they don't 


Ell them at che Tanit Time, which very likely 
may be the Caſe, for they will fight to protect 
their Property, ſo juſtly purchaſed by their 
bard Labour. But ſuppoſing them to be only 
robbed, at a Time of the Year that they can 
not provide for themſelves,” they muſt cer- 


tainly die through Want. But this Method 
of robbing is prevented by the broad eireular 


5 Boards "tf f. FEFF) that are placed upon the 


narrow. Shelves (g); for there is nothing 
for them now to walk üpon, unleſs the. 


g 
round by the narrow Shelf, ? Which is 0 


imprackieable Road} and too great a Jour- 


ney for them to walk Aigther 8 5 
is; that hen you want te eleunſe reptir; 
alter; r remove your Houſe, er do aft „Thing 
to the Hives, 508 chni¹ni the Evening take 
bout the TIiaes and Boards ak togethef, Miu 


E 8 the Bees in the lealt? W n 


An 
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_— "Houſe: on this Conſtruction the, Bees =—_ 


kept warm and dry in the Winter, and in the 
Heat of Summer are greatly refreſhed; by the 
eco Breezes: that will draw in and bu 
detween the Hiyes 
The propereſt Situation for. „ 
is where the Bees may enjoy the hearing Rays 
af. the Sun, and not be too much expoſed to 
the Wind ; it ſhould face CD to the 
| South-Weſt, and be properly fixed to Poſts 
driven in the Ground for that purpoſe, leaſt 
it ſhould be overturned. by the High Winds. 
Many indeed have preſeribed that the Hives 
ſhould be placed with their Doors or En- 
trances towards the Eaſt, that the Sun may 
ſhine on them in the Morning, and make the 
Bees more early to follow their Work j but, 
upon Experience, I. would recommend the 
ſetting of them more towards the Weſt, that, f 
being oſten late at their Work, they may have 
more Light (their eyes being weak) to enter 
their Hives, and alſo that they be not preju- 
diced by the Eaſterly Winds, which-are cold 
and hurtful. Some Bees will be late at their 
Work after Suneſet;: and if, when they return 
they find it dark about the Hive, they muſt 
lie abroad, if [not -altogether., periſh; Which 
would, be very often the-Caſe if the Mouth of. 
the Hive faced the Faſt. It ma indeed | 
ſometimes very pigperiy face towurds the 
South, 8 e any Account: tonrards: 
* Yorth..: 4200 31! waiduwith: 0 
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Let the Bee-Houſe be near Home, ae 


better Opportunity of infpeQing it, and in a 
convenient Place where it will not be in- 


commoded by the dropping of Water from 


the Eves of Houſes, Trees or Hedges. Smoke 


1s alſo very offenſive to Bees, therefore Care 
muſt be taken not to let them ſtand near 
Brick-kilns, Brew-houfes, or any Place where 
a long: continuing Smoke may beat down 
upon the Hive: Let your Bee - Garden, or the 


Ground adjoining to it, he planted with Plumb, 


Cherry, Apple, Pear, and Gooſeberry Trees, 
and interſperſed with Beds of various Kinds of 


Flowers, ſuch as Daffodils, Violets, Primroſes, 


Stock Gillyflowers, Strawberries, Broom, 
| Sage, Marigolds, Archangel, Hawthorn, | 


Elder, Dewberries, Ortganum, - Hyſop, Bo- 
rage, Parſley, Muſtard Seed, Red Roſes, 
Thyme, Pennyroyal, Holyoak, Lavender, 
Eyebright, &c. Dutch Clover, and Fields of 
mowing Graſs, where there is. a ſueceſſion of 
Flowers, is excellent Paſture for Bees. 

Among the various Flowers already enume- 
rated, in which the Bees take the greateſt De- 
light, Lhave mentioned the ne Flowers as 
one, but as there are two Kinds of Broom, I 


think it neceſſary to obſerve, that the Shi 


is much preferable to the Exgliſi, on Account. 
of the Sweetneſs of its Flowers, which per- 


fume the Air very agreeably, and from which 


the Bees extract more Sweetneſs than from 
— other Sort I have mentioned; and, when 
D ; the 
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the Dies have Ewe ſuitable to their Taſte, 
IJ have known them fill their Hive, both with 
Wax and Honey, in about a Month or five 
Weeks, if the Seaſon has n e fair and 
1 a 

Though Bees collect ow] Honey 5 
5 moſt Herbs and Flowers, yet, as there are 
many which may be very prejudicial to the 
Honey, Care ſhould be taken to remove the 
Plants which afford | noxious Juices, ſuch: as 
Hemlock, Nightſhade, R erer. S 
bag Black Briony, &c. &c.. the 

Boxwood and Yew. ſhould Boiſe thine 
no Place in the Bee-Garden, as the Juices.im- 
bibed from thoſe Plants will give the Honey 
a bitter-diſagreeable Flavour; as is the. Caſe 
with the Corfcan Honey, taken Notice of by 
Diobdorus Siculus and Pliny, the former of 
whom affirms that the Box Trees of Corſea 
corrupt, and embitter the TW; REN 
— We han with, x 


8 
„ BR 
ox 


5 Sie ina « Oyrnzeas Alas examina 1 5 


o may thy Bees reſuſfe 
"The baneful Juices of ge News. 


And Pliny, ſpeaking of the 6 af 
5 War, after mentioning the Punic, the Pantic 
and the Cretau ſays, © Poſt has Corſica (Cera) 
<<. quontam ex Buxo fit, habere quandam Vim Me. 
<' dicamittis futatur. — After theſe the. Cor- 
« eus Wax, becauſe it 18 made from the Box 


« Tree, 


1 * 1. 


ce N 18 reckoned to, have ; * certain medi- . 


te Cinal Virtue.“ > 4 1 my 


We are told by a late Writer, that; . 
Corficg was ſ{ubjeCt-to the Romans, a Tribute 
was impoſed upon it of no leſs than two hun- 
dred thouſand Pounds of Wax yearly; but 
this is no Proof of the Excellence. of their 


Honey, which, according to Ovid, was of 


very ill Account, and ſeems to be rather the 
Reaſon why the tributary Tax was | exalted 


in W. in W >> ee, 


CHAPTER Im. 


; of: the eue, Method of Swarming a ard Hiomg 


Bugs, 


in the Months of May and June, and 
Fomatimen in Fuly, but the latter is very late, 
and is commonly called a Caſt or Colt; they 


are fewer in Number than the earlier Swarm, 

and ſeldom live through the Winter without 

feeding g. They ſhould be hived in rather 
ſſmaller Hives than the firſt Swarms, that, by 


lying cloſer together, they may the better 
1 nouriſh and keep themſelves warm. 


The Hours of their ſwarming. are . 


moſt Part about Twelve, o'Clock at Noon, 


the Aſte moon. We N give a Pretty to- 
D 2 | ble 
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never before Ni ine, and ſeldom after Four in 
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lerable Gueſs that their "NOTE is near, by 


the uncommon Number of Bees at the Moath 


. ot the Hive, which may very probably hang 
down below the Board on which it-ſignds ; 


| and if, by liſtening at the Hive at Night, you 


hear a different Ain Note which is matde-by 

e Queen, you may depend they will warm 
te Bert "Day, I hs” drm e be dry api} 

: Warm. 1 

The Swat which: ts the Hive Joey 


a i conſiſt of young Bees only, As many ! have 


affirmed, for I am confident that they go gut 
5 promiſcubuſly, old and young together. 
If they work a Comb under the Board, as is 
ſometimes the Caſe, it is a certain Sign they 
Will not. ſwarm ; when this bappens, raiſe the 
Hive, and Put one. of my flat-topp'd ſliding . 
Hives under it; then gently ſweep them down 
.+ that hang indet the Board, and deſtroy their 
8 Works, and the Bees wil toks to the boftum 5 
Hire. 12 
Always chooke © a Hive peppers malle tq 
tte Size of your Swarm, and prepare to hive 
tmem as ſoon as poſſible, leſt they ſhould riſe 
again, and to prevent? aer r Joining © 
e 
Iis not unuſual to ring a little Bell, or 
 tinkle a Braſs Pan, at the ime they ſwarm; 1 
11 is likewiſe a common Method to dreſs the 
Hives with Honey, Balm, &c.- 1 mention 
17 theſe becauſe anc are Cuſtoms of long ſtand- 
head ing. The Une of Bells is of little Uſe, ; 
25 


ation; for when they find they have got 


1 25 ] 
a the Bees will always ſettle near the Hive; 
and as to dreſſing the Hives; I by no Means 


recommend it, 28 ths ng _ 2 chen ner 


youu much beſt. 
If the Swarm mould riſe in thi fall Heat of 
| the Day, and the Sun ſhines hot upon them, = 
they will not continue long in their firſt Situ - 
all 

| their Company together, they will foon un- 
cluſter, rife agajn, and fly to ſome'particular 
Spot i which has been fixed upon for that 
Purpoſe by detached Parties, who return and 
_ acquaint the: Swarm therewith. But if no 


convenient Place can be found before their 


{warming Time for that Day is over, and the 
Bees ſtill continue unhived, they will 
there till the next Day; therefore: I wo 
adviſe tq hive them as ſoon as poſlible, he: 
if the Day is not too fur ſpent, they will im- 
mediateſy ſet to work in their new Habita- 
tion, and not only make a conſiderable Quan 
tity of Comb, but alſo fill much of it with 
; Han, $0 50s Night. ; 
The Manner of kiving thens muſ be re. 
gulated chiefly by the- Nature- of the Places 
| r which they alight. If If they ſettle on 4 
* r upon the Ground, ſet a Hive 
over them, putting Props under it if necefs 
ſary, and with a large Spoon, or Bruſh of 
wet Weeds, ſtir them ſoftly underneath, and 
they will go in. If they ſhould happen te 
. upon a ** you may but it a 
5 . „ 


\ 


ü 30 1 
off, Ad laying: it gently on 2 Cloth; place 
the Hive over them; or, if you cannot conye- 


niently ſeparate the Bough from the Body of 5 


the Tree, you may ſhake or ſweep 1 off 
_ Into:the Hive. If the Sun ſhines hot upon it, 
ſhade it with a few Boughs: but let it remain 


near the Place where the Bees ſettled till the 


Evening, at which Time move it to the * 
Houſe of Place where it is to remain. 
If they have hung for a conſiderable Time | 
to the Place where they firſt ſettled; you will 
perhaps find. it difficult entirely to diſengage 
them therefrom; as they will neglect their 
Labour, and hanker about the Plaee for ſome 
Days afterwards. The beſt Method to pre. 
vent this is, by rubbing the Branches with 
Rue, or any Kind pb: Herb Here 5 | 
than ce 


Swarms dom. return. home again Ah 


1 
2 &:% 7 
ii! 5 


they are well ſettled, and if you find them 


inclinable ſo to de, depend upon it ſome 
Accident has happened to the Queen, which 


you will eaſily perceive! by their mournful : 
murmuring Noiſe, running in a diſtrafted 


Manner 2 and about the Sides of the 
Hive. When you obſerve this, immediately) 
ſeek about for her, beginning at the Stock 
where ſhe roſe, and purſuing the Track the 
Swarm. took at ſetting gut; you will ſeldom 
miſs of finding her, for ſhe is never alone, 
but encompaſſed with a Guard, who would 
ſooner . n leave her in Danger. 
When 
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74 


5 When you have found- bet, t take her up gen- 
| ly, and put her to the Swarm, and you will 
ſoon find the Cauſe of their Diſſatisfaction 


removed by the Arrival of the Queen. 
The greateſt Care imaginable muſt be taken 


to have your Hive clean and neat, free from 
| looſe Straws or other Obſtacles, which will 


create 7 Trouble: * the Bude if Roe 0 


FR 
— 45 5 
„ 


cue ER W. 
o- 55 the Honey from the Was, 


| 2 40 18 | 
| "HEN you ld ſeparate the Hay 
from the Wax, take it into a cloſe 


3 r * 5 


Pa rather warm than otherwiſe, that the 
Honey may drain the more freely, and keep 

tbe Doors and Windows ſhut, to obſtruct 
the Bees Entrance, or elſe they will be very 
73 troubleſome, and fetch Part Wk the. e 


= again. 
Lay aſide ſuch bude; as | have young Bees | 


> = them, as 0 would e your NINE a 
y bay Flavour. 


ee 


When you have thus ſeparated the Combs 


; 1 a the Bee Bread, which ſhould be melted 

with the Wax, let ſuch as are very fine, be 
nicely drained- by themſelves without the 
. Jeaſt. preſſing whatever, only divide each 

7 Comb! in 0 Manner int the: Cells may be 
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open at boch Ends, and place "AY upon 2 
Sieve or [coarſe Cloth, that the Hase; pay 
_ Gramm off pure and undefiled. | 

The: Remainder of the Combs. few which - 
the Honey has been thus drained, together 
with thoſe which contain the Bee Bread, muſt 


be put in a coarſe Cloth, and ſqueezed. or 
Preſſed to get the Honey all out: This will 


make it inferior in Qualicy, and unſit for 


many uſes, therefore it ſhould be put in Pots 
by itfelf, to feed Bees with, for which Pur- 


poſe (on Account of the Bee Bread that will 


be mix'd amongſt. it, which is neceflary to 


their Subſiſtence] it will be better than pure 


Honey. Then the Remainder, with all the 


empty Combs, and thoſe with the young. Bees 


in them, which you had laid afide, ſhould be 
put into a Copper with clean Water; make 
this boil-gently over a flow Fire, keeping. it- 
conſtantly ſtirring. 


When it is melted, run 
it through a coarſe Cloth or Bags made for 
that Purpoſe, and put it into a Preſs. to ſepa- 
rate the Wax. Let the Wax run from the. 


Preſs intu a Veſſel placed under it, into which 
put ſome Water to prevent the Wax from 
ſticking to the Sides. If this Proceſs of Boil- 
ing and Prefling is 
three Times, the War w will be much purer and 
eonfequentiy of greater Value. Set it in a Place 
here it may cool by Degrees, in Pans of the 


repeated twice of even 


Size you would chufe your Cakes, with ſone 


Water whe, t to prevent its adhering to the 
Sides. 5 CHAP. 
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own Induſtry, either through the-Inclemency 


of Sexſons; the Weakneſs of the Stock; or the ; L 


Spoil made by their Enemies; and, ſome- 


times, by the ill-judged Management of their 

Owners, who, : through Ignorance or Covet- 

duſneſs, by robbing. them beyond the Bounds . 
of Reaſon, do not leave a ſufficiept Quantity 

ia the Hive to ſupport them at ſuch Time as 
they are unable to provide for themſelves.” 
By this laſt unjuſt Way of proceeding, theſe 


poor induſtrious little Inſects are abſolutely 


ſtarved, and their greedy Maſters deſervedly 
experience the old Froverb, nk 280 — 


mn breaks, the Bag. 


At is-impoſſible to-afcertain. athat Quantity! . 
of Honey will ſerve a Hive of Rees the whole 


Winter, becauſe the Number in the Hive 
may be more or; leſs, and becauſe in ſome 
Vears the Spring is more forward than in 


others; but the beſt Method to ſupply the: 
weak Stocks, if in one of my flat:top Hives, 


is to place: a reſeryed Hive over, it, with as 
Ne 5 — | 1 5 — 


oy — 
. 


an Things are Abele; for the 
IVI Preſervation of Bees, but more eſpe- 
wall you muſt take Care to provide the light 


Stocks: with a ſufficient Quantity of Food, 
which they are often unable to attain by their 
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dh Honey in it as you think 3 

then pull back the Slider, and the Bees will 
ſupply themſelves. _ 
| There is a proper Macking (No. 4. Plate 

II.) for the Mahogany Hives. This Machine 
is made of folid Mahogany. There is à large 
Cavity turn'd out betwixt the Edge and the 
center Hole, which are - both of the ſame 
Height: Fill this Cavity with Honey, over 
which lay the thin Bit of Board that is full of 


. Holes; then put the Glaſs Cover in the 


under it a Pewter Diſh with Ji 


Groove, and ſet the large center Hole in the 
Machine over that in the Top of te Maho- 
gany Hive, and the Bees will come up imme- 
diately to. feed, which you will fee through) 
— the Glaſs. This Machine is 4 r nd 
for the flat topped Straw Hives 
But for the common Hive, you may lice 


| quid Honey, 
covering it with a Paper 
Holes, through which the Bees may draw Wi 
the Honey without daubing themſelves. - 
This Method. of feeling them ſouls be 
uſed before the Bees ate in in abſotate Want df 
Fcod, otherwiſe they will be fo. poor and 
weak that they will not de able to éeme“ 
_ down. When that happens, it win be necef- 
 fary to turn up the Mouth of the Hive in the 
Heat of the Sun, or near the Fire, oy 
2 little liquid Honey am 


ong them. 
"By this Means you may preſerve the: Stock 


"hen confined by the 23 of che 
| — alen; 


Plereed full of tlie 


= 


Weather changes. 


Jo prevent the Cold, which wauld chill 


| and even kill the Bees in the Winter, when 


they come down to the Bottom of the Hive 
to feed, I would adviſe to plaiſter up the 


Skirts of the Hive, and 164 the Entrance be 


very ry ſmall. 


Never let the Hives be loved oh Stines, 
for they are injurious to the Bees at all Sea - 


bons, by reaſon of the Extremity of the Cold 
1 in e 9 the tens Hear 1 mer, 


% * 


"CHAPTER Yi 


PF Of the nn 2 . to which Bags are” 


Spring, are very often great Enemies to 


aud rob one anather, eſpecially in dry Seaſons, 


when the Hoeney-gathering is almoſt over: 


Bees, and have not Hogey ſufficient for their 
_ Proviſion, will, through Neceſſity attack the 


old Stocks, which are thinned by over- warm · 
ing, and carry away all their Honey. In 
order to prevent this, the beſt Method I can 
_ adviſe is to ſtop up the Entrance of the Hive 
 - aatenipted to be robbed, by making it fo 
1 o that only a few Bees can enter at a 
1 E Li | , 


Lealvin; and continue it conſtantly, un the 
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Time, \by-which:Melins the old Stock will bs 


ci the better able to defend themſelves. 


One would imagine the Moth to by! an 


= Enemy of no Conſequence; but herein we 
fall 3 'deceive” ourſelves, for, upon 
proper Infpection, we ſhall find that the Moth 


is a greater Deftroyer of Bees than all the reſt 


of their Enemies put together. She depoſirs 


her Eggs under the very Skirts of their Hives, 


and the genial Warmth proceeding from the 


Bees give life to the Eggs, the certain Means 


of their Deſtruction. Theſe Eggs, when 


hatched, produce a ſmall whitiſh Caterpillar, 
wich ſpins itſelf a fine filken Webb, nearly 
eben that gf a Spider, by which it ſe- 
cures itſelf from the 


and enlarge their Nets or Webbs till the 
can get at the Combs; then thruſting out 
their ſcaly Heads, which are Proof againſt the 


Stings of the Bees, they make ſuch terrible 
Havock in the Comb, that the poor diſtreſſed 


Inhabitants, unable to oppoſe them, are 


obliged to quit the Hive. The beſt Way to 
deſtroy them is frequently to lift up the Hive 


in a Morning, and kill all you can fee; they 


* 


ees, who avoid them 25 
through Fear of being entangled therein. 
Theſe Caterpillars ſoon increaſe in Magnitude, 


in general lay on the Board, and under the 


very Skirts' of the Hive, from whence let 


i — and their Webbs be well cleared.” 


Mice are likewiſe very deſtructive to Bees; 


fometimes they enter at the Door, but moſt | 


commonly 


oy 37-] 
china; near - the Top of the Hive. If you 
ſuſpect this to be the Cafe, fet 1 about 
. tha ones, 4 1 | 

Waſps and. pt mah 2 — deltroyed. if | 
poſſttzle, either by ſcaling Water, oriplacing 


Lime Twigs before the Holes, when you 


have diſcovered their Neſts; which will greatly 


leſſen their Numbers. Or place Bottles abe 


half full of Sugar and Water where the Waſps 5 
2 ; they will go ir to drink, and:drown 


themſelves in the Liquor, not being able to 

get out of the Bottle again 
Spiders muſt be killed, and Weir Nes 

broken down; otherwiſe they will deſtroy 
many Bees, and grow to an immenſe Bigneſs. 
Carefully clear away Earwigs, Snails, and 


Ants, and keep the Bee-houſe as clean as 


poſſible from all Kinds of Vermin; more par- 


ticularly from Millepedes or Wood-lice, f 


Which are very great Enemies to the Bees. 
The Bees are ſometimes ſeized in the Spring 


5 withs Kind of Furging or Scowering: this is 


occaſioned by their feeding too greedily on 


the early Bloſſoms of the Ein, which throws 
chem into a Surfeit, and will certainly kill 


them, unlefs timely. prevented. The beſt 
» Remedy I have found for this Diſorder is, to 
give them Plenty of Honey that hath Bee 


_ ou preſs'd amongſt it, the more Bee Bread 


the better; at the ſame Time pound common 


Salt very fine, and ſprinkle it thick Nan the 


* underneath the Hive, 


1 mere "RAP. 
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os the 1 5 Ber, the Working Bee, and "oy 


aq PHE, Queen Bes is conlidenably. longer 
than the common working Bee, and 


rather larger, but nat {6 large as the Drone. 
Her Shape and Colours are different from the 
common Bee: her Back is of a bright black: 
her Belly, even ſrom the Top of the Fangs to 
che Tip of her Train, is clear, beautiful, and 
ol a ſad yellow, ſomewhat deeper than the 
richeſt Gold, and her Legs are of the ſame 
Colour; but the Legs ef the common Bees 
and Drones are Black, and their Bodies of a 
browniſh Caſt. - The Head of the Queen Bee 
is rounder than that of the common Bee, her 
Fangs ſhorter, and ber Praboſois or Trunk 
not half ſo long, ſo that it would be impoſ- 
ſible for her to provide Suſtenance for herſelf, 
were ſhe ever fo induſtriouſly inclined, as ſhe 5 
would not be able to extend her Praboſcis 
into the deep Socket of the Flower. Her 
Wings are of the ſame Size wich thoſe of 2 
common Bee, and therefore appear very ſhort Fs 
in compariſan with the Length of her Body. 
Her netlier Part is much longer and | 
than that of the common fee, and ſhe is 
arm'd with a very long Sting, but is 1 
ta put it ſorth.— By the above Tokens, the 
Queen may . Er from = 
other Bees, * 
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Ne. Butler, in his Account of Bees, relates 
the following Exp t of his own: 
„ Two Swarms being put together, the 
„Bees on both Sides made a mutmuring 
Noiſe at firſt, as diſcontented ; but growing —ů 
Friends, and having agreed which Queen —̃— 
( ſhould reign, and which ſhould die, three 


or four Bees brought one of them down 
; between them, as to Execution. She being 
taken from the Executioners, and put into 


_ © the Hive again, the Tumult began afreſh, | 
« and they-continued 6 g for an Hour, 
until the poor Queen was brought forth 
52 flain, and 143 before the Door. . 

Pliny aſſerts, that if the old Queot bring K 

. forth many young ones, leſt the Multinde 

' Rulers ſhould diſtract the Commonwealth, 


they kin the apo; and- NIE out 
10 ng Ob: | 


u impoſſible an une PECAN n 
= Queens are bred in a Hive in one Sea- it 
fon, as che working Bees generally: deſtiny the — 


Cells in which they are bred. It depends in _ 
 fome Meafute on the Fruitfulneſs of the — 

Queen but more particularly upon the fu. 

prizing Inſtin@ that Nature has beſtored on: 
the working Bees, WBO tix wpow as many «-«- | 
Royal Eggs (Which they nd in the common 1 


Cells) as they judge will be neceffary to be- 
come Queens; they then enlarge and alter 
de Shape of the common Cells,” om ertuf , 
kl into royal ones "Theſe Eggs produre 


Worms, 


=: 1 
| 5 Worms, which the working Bees aurſe : 6 

tenderly,” or rather more ſo than their own: 
For the firſt ſix or ſeven Days you. may fee — 
mem enter Head foremoſt i into the Cells; with 
Nouriſhment for the Worms; no ſooner is 
one come out than another goes in, and there 

are always four or five in waiting. This 
Nouriſhment or Food is white, with a blueiſh 
| Caſt;/ and of different Conſiſtencies; ſuitable 
do the Age of the Worm, and each working 
_ Hee * little. This I know by Expe- + 
rience, having ſeveral Times had the Oppor- 

tunĩty of looking into the Cells whenever 

I thought proper, and I always found, this 
_ white Nouriſhment increaſe in Quantity every 
Day, until the working Bees covered up the 
Cell; after which I could ſee no more, in 
| regard: to the different Changes and Forms 
they aſſume before they become Bees. But 
= tt is evident that, when the working Bees 
1 | cloſe up the Cells, the Worms therein are big 
4 denaough to faed themſelves on nthe Food they 
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I baue oſten taken Netics that: an: old Stock 17 
= of Bees, in the Months of May. and June, ſhall 


have only one Queen; and at that Time, by 
ſearching the Combs, L have ſometimes ſound 
ſcur or five young Queens in different States, 
but in general not more than two or three z 
The: firſt Juſt ready fo come out of the Cell; 8 
De be in the Shape of a Bee, but has been 
bs nl dee it came to Perfection; + 
<5 the 
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Ku 41 1 | 
the reſt & appear as. Worms, different front 
thoſe of the common Bees, were in Royal Cells, | j 
and came to Perfection in about three Weeks. 1 7 
I have further obſerved, that, when the young — 
Queens come to Maturity, they leave the = 1 
Hive and go with the Swarm, from which it 1 
is evident that there is at no Time more than 
one Sovereign permitted in the Hive. Some 
Stocks of Bees will ſwarm two or three Times — 

in a Seaſon; other Hives will not ſwarm at | 
all, tho' well ſtocked with Bees, the Reaſon _ 
of which is, that the Queen has proved un- 
fruitful, and thro' Age or Weakneſs has bred 
no young Queens, and without a young 
Queen there can be no Swarm. I have alſo 
obſerved, that a Hive ſhall be well ſtocked 
with Honey and Bees, and nevertheleſs they 
will all die in the Winter; this is occaſioned 
by the Loſs of the Queen, for when that hap- 
pens they will forſake the Hive, and neither I = 
work nor eat, but fly about with.a confuſed _ — 
murmuring Noiſe, till the whole Hive is ab- 5 0 
ſolutely loſt. 8 — 
The Drone is a large Bee widow: a Sting. : OL 
Some are of opinion that it is a working Bee j 
that has loſt its Sting ; but this is erroneous, 5 
for no Perſon ever ſaw tat a working Bee „ 
became a Drone. e 1k 
Many Reaſons are alledged. to prove the 
Drone to be the. Male.—1ft, Becauſe, not- 
withſtanding they are great Waſters of Honey, ® 
yet the Bees ſuffer them to remain quiet til! | 
75 7 they 
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Diſtaſte to it; and if you ſhould be lucky 
enough to- preſerve them till their Time of 
breeding begins again, yet even then, finding: 
themſelves barren, they will forſake the Hive, 


5 f 1 


they leave off breeding, and bert conceĩved 


for the next Year; afterwards they begin to 
heat them away, which if they Na not,. the 


Drones would of themſelves. naturally die 


Before Ofober ; and from thenceforth all the 


Winter, until the Bees breed again, there is 


not a Drone to be ſeen. When they are quite 
gone, the Bees breed no more that Year, but 


only nouriſh and bring forth thoſe that are in 


the Cells.—2dly, Becauſe the more Drones 


there are, the greater will be the Swarms, and 


the fewer they are in Number, the leſs Honey 
will your working Bees produce. Tho' this. 
may not ſeem reconcileable to Reaſon, it is an 
_ abſolute Fact; for if you kill the Drones of # 
Hive before they, hrs done ſwarming and 
breeding, the Swarms will not come forth 
that were formerly bred, nor will the Stock 


breed any more, but continuing to bring 


in their Bee Bread as much as before, and 


lay it up careleſſly in their Cells, and take 2 


and mingling with ſtrange Bees, go away 


with them to their Drones. 


By this T am convineed that the Bees do- 
every Year breed Drones, as well as work 


ing Bees ; and as there is not the leaſt Doubt 
N LS a working — are the Females, it 


follows 


| [-@ 
follows of Courſe that the Drones are the 


Males of the ſame Kind: and they are bred 
in the Drone Comb, of which there is one, 


and no more in every Hive. 


The Drones are liberally provided for du- 
ring the Summer; but when the Swarms are 


diſcharged, and (on the Approach of Autumn) 


there appears to be neither Time nor Warmn 
ſufficient to rear a new Family, then the Bees 
begin to perſecute the Drones. They are 
looked upon as uſeleſs and chargeable to the 


Community, and are no longer ſuffered ts 


continue in the Hives; they are therefore 


3 and killed, both old and : young: 
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5 CHAPTER VIII. 
1 $f | | Of the Generation of Bars. . 


of, my own Experience. 
That they couple together, I make not the 


leaſt Doubt, . though privily and apart by 
themſelves, which, whether it proceed fram 

Modeſty, or through the admirable Inſtin& 
of Nature, I ſhall not preſume to determine; 


for though they were never obſerved fo to 
; Es in Join 


8 Authors hong differed ſo greatly with 
regard tothe Generation of Bees, I ſhall 
| 8 to quete the Opinion of others = 
this Head, and content myſelf with ſome 
particular Obſeryations, the abſolute Reſult 
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join together, yet they certainly apply them- 


ſelves to that Buſineſs ſecretly within their 
Hives; or elſe abroad where there can be no 


Witneſſes. f 
I am fully convinced that the modern re- 


ceived; Oninion, that the Queen Bee is the 
general Parent of the whole Stock, is abſo- 
lutely without Foundation. This I ſhall 
_ endeavour to proye by the following Expe- 


riment, which T have frequently made, to diſ- 


cover a Myſtery hitherto ſo uncertain:—I 
haye a Method to make the Bees ſwarm, by 
which I have been clearly convinced that the 


Queen Bee is not the Breeder of the whole 


Stock. When an old Hive has been well 
ſtocked with Bees, and I was in full Expecta- 
tion of their ſwarming; I: have found N 
greatly diſappointed, and could not tell in 
what Manner to account for it. To ſatisfy 

myſelf of the Reaſon, I took all the Bees out 


of the Hive, and marched them ſeveral Times 
over a Table covered with a white Cloth, at 
the ſame Time moving them about gently 


with a Spoon, in order to find out whether 
the young Queen was come to Perfection, 
but finding only one Queen, I immediately 


ſearched the Hive, and found a young one in 


her Cell, almoſt ready to come out; and 


(which more evidently proves that the Bees 


are not all produced by the Queen Bee) I 
have ſeveral Times cut out the Comb to 
which the young aca s Cell was fixed | 
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No. 5. Plate II. e the Queen's Cell) and 


ſtuck it up in another Hive, putting a ſuffi- 
cient Quantity of Bees with it, and obſerved 


at the ſame Time that there were no young 


Bees in the other common Cells. Being fond 


of trying Experiments, at the End of three or 


four Days I took the ſame Bees out of the 
Hive again, in order to ſee if the young 


Queen was yet come to Perfection, but 1 


found ſhe was only then breaking out af her 


Cell, in the Manner a young Bird breaks 
from the Egg, when the Time of its Conti- 
nuance in the Shell is expired. Upon this I 


ſearched ſeveral other Combs which were 


built in the Hive, and obſerved young Bees 
in almoſt every Cell; which is a ſufficient 


Proof that the young Queen could not have 


depolited them in thoſe Cells, as at that Lime | 


the was not come to Perfection herſelf. 


From this Experiment it is evident that the 5 
Swarm was ſatisfied till the young Queen 


came to Maturity, and that the young Bees 


muſt have been produced by the . 


. Bees and the Drones. 
1 think it admits of no Doubt but that rhe 


Drones are Males, from all the Reaſons 


before cited; and more ſo from another Cir- 


cumſtance yet unnoticed, which is, that, upon 


the Diſſection of the Body of a Drone, there 


is a very plain 5 that it has the 


W viſible Marks of the maſculine Gender. 
I am 
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I am likewiſe of opinion that the Queen 


Bee (ſo far from being the Mother of all) 


breeds none but Queens, and that ſhe herſelf - 


copulates with the Drones, as I have fre- 


quently (in the Glaſs Hives) obſerved many 


of the Males attending her at the Times of 


her breeding, although at other Times they 
ſeem tp leſs Reſpect to her than to 2 5 
no common, Ane 1 0 


+ 7 1 


ee 


Dragcrtrons. 10 make Mt av of an agreeable 


Flavour, and much pa than Fa oret "on 
ws. | 


30 every Gallon 4 Water, put 105 


Pounds of fine Honey; boil this Mix- 
tare, and ſkim it while any Scum ariſes. Into 
2 Hogſhead of this Liquor put eight Ounces 
of Hops, twelve Ounces of Ginger beaten 
into ſmall Pieces but not pulyeris'd, and four 
Ounces of All-Spice, and boil ie about ten 
Minutes before you take it off the Fire. Put 
it into a Tub, and, when almoſt cold, ſpread 
| a Toaſt round the Quartern Loaf with-ſweet 
Ale Yeſt, and lay to your Liquor. Two 
Days afterwards put it into a Caſk, and let it 
ferment, filing it up every Day till it has done 
hiſſing, then bung it cloſe down. In about 
two Months let it be rack'd off from the foul 
Lees into a freſh Caſk, and let it ſtand in a 


— 


1 1 

cool Cellar. If you love it ſweet, it will be 
fit for fining in fix Months, but if you let it 
ſtand a Year it will fine itſelf, and be little 


inferior to Sack. Then bottle it off, and it 
will not only keep for Vears, but impfove 


by Age. 


I hes thus far compleated my propoſed 


Treatiſe on the Bees, and if any Difficulty in 


2 the Cultivation of them ſhould occur to thoſe 


Gentlemen, Ladies, and others, who have 


already or may hereafter favour me with their 
Commands, I ſhall always be willing to ſatisfy 
them to the beſt of my Abilities; and con- 
ſtant Attendance will be given at my Ware- 
| houſe, for the Purpoſes of 8 their 
Orders with Bees, and all Sorts of my new- 
invented Mahogany, Glaſs, and Straw Hives, 
which are well known to exceed all others; 
they are ſc contrived that the Bees may be ſeen 
at Work in their different Apartments, with- 
out the leaſt Danger, or Poſſibility of being 
tung. The rational Mind will be deli ghted 


beyond Conception to ſee the en 
Works of thoſe admirable Inſects, who depoſit 


the pureſt Honey in the Glaſſes at Top. The 
Combs are very white, and the Honey of a 
remarkable fine Fragrance and clear Colour, 

far ſuperior in Quality to that which is made 


in common Hives, and may be taken at Plea- 

fure, without Injury to the Bees. No Perſon 
who has once taſted Honey thus procured, 
will be able to eat ſuch as is fold in general. 


A great 
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A great Number of the Hives may be ſeen 
in Uſe at any of my Apiaries, by giving 
timely Notice, and one Mahogany Hive, with 


the 3 working in it, is generally kept at 
my Warehouſe in Town for the Inſpęction of 


the Curious. Where may be had Bees Wax 


in any Quantity, and a curious Sort of Wax 
Candles, Wholeſale, Retail, and for Expor- 
tation; alſo genuine Honey of the following 


Sorts, viz. Fine Honeycomb made in the 


| Glaſs Hives, and a particular, pure Sort of 


Virgin Honey, gathered in the Spring, by 


my own Bees, and extracted from the fineſt 


Combs in the moſt delicate Manner; this 
Honey is recommended by the moſt eminent 
Phyſicians for ſpreading on Toaſt, ſweetening 


Tea, Sc. it preſerves the Lungs, and pre- 
vents many of the worſt Diſorders, and is a 
certain Cure for ſeveral others; particularly 
the Gravel, Coughs, Hoarſeneſs, Aſthmas, 
and Conſumptions. Honey proper for max- 


ing Mead; Real Minorca, Narbonne, and 


_ other foreign Honey, in Pots of every Size. 
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